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2 e Nibili in r Scripturis DIFFICILE . oF W 
„ en gat in ills verſantur t dre, JF © 
It is no Diſparagemient to, the Scriptare's Cheater, that ſome - 83 
by neglecting, and others by abuſing it, till want that ſaving 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TI" is now to Years Ance the Author of theſe 

Diſcourſes was much ſolicited to publiſh them, 
If they have gained any Improvement by the De- 
lay, which be hopes they have, that he truſts will 
. make Amends ie: his not having ſooner complied. 
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Mat. 22. "Pitt's of 29. 


— 7 e & Err, not ar knowing che Seri gruene 


= KEXHHE RE On of erring | bite ifliried by 


Apt N our bleſſed Lord, bold direct Oppo- 
E N ſition to the Pretence of the Church 

| . of Rome for they, under Colour of 
the Scriptures being only likely to miſlead 
People, and with a Shew of Concern for their 
Welfare in keeping them out of Error, diſcou- 
rage (and where they conveniently can, entirely 
forbid) the People's reading them. But from 
the Light this Obſervation of our Lord's ſets 
them in, it is apparent that theſe are not likely 
to be their true Reaſons ſor doing it; and that 
on the contrary it maſt be to prevent the De- 
tection of their falſe Doctrines, trom which 
they .1eap ſo much Gain, that they take this 
extraordinary Step; and in order that the People 
not knowing the Scriptures, may err the more 
: undiſturbedly, where it is that Churches Inte- 
reſt to have them err. Herein they con{ult 
the Secur. ity of thoſe lucrative Frauds of theirs, 
which the Knowledge of the Scriptures, and 
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the allowing them their 3 Weight, — B 
entirely defeat; for thus the Lips of Truth 
ſpeak of them — Ze do err, — not knowing the = 
Scriptures, A 
They are our Inſtructors in the Way of 
: Truth and Life; and therefore cannot be with. 
| held, or changed for any other Rule, but in 
order to lead us the more eaſily in ſome other 
Way; St. Paul declares of them, that they are 
able to make us wiſe unto Salvation, 2 Tim. 3-15, 
and at Ver, 16 of the fame Ch. All Scripture, * 
faith he, 7s given by Inſpiration, and is Po 
 FITABLE for Dorine, for Reproof, for Core 
rection, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs ——— 
and our bleſſed Lord's charging the Error o 
the Saddacees on their noT knowing the Scrip, 
tures, ſufficiently implies that they might have 
known them, if they had taken proper Care fo 
to do; and that the KNowiNG them was the 
; proper Means to have kept them from Error, 1 
Agreeable to the Character the Pfalmift gives 
of them, Thy Word, ſaith he, 7s 4 Lantern, 
unto my Feet, and a Light unto my Paths* 7 
it giveth Li got and Underſtanding unto the — 
Simple. + 4 
This indeed it 18 ann! to expect ſhould be 
the Caſe. But as I have told you the Church 
of Rome would fain perſuade us the contrary is 
true; and does ſet forth ſuch a Picture of their 


| Obſeyrity 2nd eee, as repreſents 
them 
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— 1 
them as fitter far to lead us into Error than 


„„ — 
1 ſhall endeavour in the enſuing Diſcourſe to 


v4 ſhow notwithſtanding theſe Pretences of theirs, 


I. That the Scriptures are fo perſpicuous, 
and capable of being ænotn and underſtood, as 
to be able to make us wiſe unto Salvation. And 
II. That this is to be underſtood however of 


a proper Endeavour to now them, by the Uſe 


3 of fit Means, and with a right Diſpoſition,” + 


The firſt Thing I am to ſhow is, that the 
Scriptures are ſo perſpicuous, and capable of 


being underſtood, as to be able to make us wiſe 


2 3 
Clearneſs. 
3 g : 

19 : - 


unto Salvation And indeed it were incon- 
ſiſtent with all our Apprehenfiors of ſuch 4 
Being as God, to ſuppoſe him to have given 
them by Inſpiration for the Inſtruftion of Man- 
kind, and yet that they ſhould be fo far from 
= anſwering that End, as that they ſhould be 
fit only to miſlead Men; much more that he 
ſhould ſuſpend the Salvation of Men, on their 
rightly underſtanding any thing which he hath 
not propounded with ſufficient Precifeneſs and 
But this Defect, they will perhaps ſay, is 
made up, and remedicd by an infallible Judge 
RE CL 
1 would ask them where he has told us that 
this is the Caſe? Methinks it was the more di- 
rect Way, and moſt like the Proceeding of an 
3 * N 
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4 

1 
14 


CSF 


all-wiſe and all powerful God, and equally as. 
_ eaſy to ſuch an One, to have expreſſed him- 
{elf ſo preciſely and clearly, (in Regard to 


every Thing which he required to be uner- 


ringly apprehended) that this ſhould not be 
needful : This methinks were a more direct 


* 


Way, than for him to have enabled, and em- 
powered a Man to ſupply any real Defect in 
bis Word; — however it he had done ſo, he 
would certainly never have left it undetermined 
that he had done ſo, or have ſuffered it to re- 


main a Diſpute who this Judge was; for if we 


be not infallibiy guided to him, the End it is 
propoſed to anſwer is as far, nay farther from 
being ſerved than ever; for thus our Diſputes 
would be increaſed, inſtead of being ended; 
and whether there were any ſuch Judge, and 
which of all the Pretenders to it were he, 


would be freſh ones added to all our others. 


And in Truth he has no where told us there 
is any fuch Judge; but we find much in his 
Word from whence the contrary is ſtrongly 
inferred. We have nothing to guide us (as 
we certainly ſhould have had the Plaineſt, and 
moſt particular Declarations and Inſtructions 
in that Caſe) either to depend upon it, that 
there is any ſuch Thing, or to know who he 
is, or where to be found; unleſs we will take 
his own Word, and Interpretation for it, who 
pretends to it; which would equally give ANY | 
and EVERY Pretender a Title to it: For the 
very Church that pretends to have him amongſt 
| them, 


43d 


them, * are by no Means agreed where to fix 


him: But it is needleſs to argue againſt a 


Pretence which Facts themſelves confute ; as 


4 


do the contradictory Decrees of Popes and f 


Councils, the Infallibility which is claimed to 


be in one, or other, or both of them. We 


therefore doubt not in the leaſt, that there is 


no ſuch Defe& in God's Word as to need any 


ſuch Supply; but that it is ſufficient to all the 
| Purpoſes of Men's being ſaved, and coming to 
the Knowledge of the Truth requiſite thereto, 


It will then probably be ſaid — O0. But do 


not all the various Errors and Contradictions 
almoſt in the Chriſtian World, each of them 


pretend that the Scriptures are on their Side? 


An 'Tis probable they would willingly have 


it thought ſo. But this does not prove the 


Scriptures not to be ſuch a ſufficient Rule, un- 
leſs it were alſo ſhown that they are ſuch Dif- ; 
ferings as are inconfitent with Men's Salvation; 


and that ſuch as are ſo are owing to the Scrip- 
| tures themſelves, and not to Men's Abuſe of 


them, or ſuch Diſqualifications of theirs for 


_ underſtanding them (Dar. 12. 10.) as are to 
be placed to their own Account. 


Any Rule, however clear and "PR if neg- 


lected. or not impartially followed, may fail of 


its Effect; — and if Men could not poffibly 


abuſe, negle&, or pervert, it, this were to be 


A Book may be very intelligible, and yet be 


| capable of being inen, by One that — 


to 


3 666) 


prepared to ſee only ſuch or ſuch Things in it; 


or who is acted upon by the Biaſs of a vitious 


Temper 


mainly be perverted, where the Paſſions or In- 
tereſt, or Vainglory of Men are eager and active 
vreſt, and diſtort Things; and I know not 
but it may be impofſible in the Nature of 
'Things that there ſhould be ſuch an One as 
cannot be ſo perverted; However, certainly 
| God is not obliged to make it impelſible for 


Men to be led away through their own faulty 


Diſpoſition ; this would leave no Room at all 
for the Trial of their Virtue : And thus there 
may be many Differings through Men's own 
Fault, worthy of Condemnation, and no Re- 
flection upon Scripture as a Rule. 
Be it next conſidered, that Differings, may 
either be Differings of Importance, and fuch 
as concern eſſentially neceſſary Truths; or ſuch ' 
as do not affect theſe at all, Now how many * 
ſoever there may be of theſe latter, it does not 
_ contradict the Scripture's being ſufficiently intel. 
| ligible for all Men to be ſaved. RX 
And where the Differings ariſe meerly from ; 
the Indeterminateneſs of Scripture, (the only 
Rule that we have ſufficient * Proof of Gods 
Er ia Yo 


* We have no equal Evidence for any other ſupplementary 
% Declaration of God's Will, and therefore we have Reaſon to 

% look upon the Scriptures as a full and ſufficient One. Nor, 

„ that ſuch Evidence was abſolutely needful, appears from 

te hence, that whatſoever mends and fills up the Meaſure ß 
A any other Law, and to which we muſt have our laſt Recourſe 7 


„ and 


s >» 


„or badly diſpoſed Mind; may cer- 


5 
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Y of Scripture which reſpect eſſentially neceſſary 
Truths; and yet this not be affected; becauſe 


090. 


having provide and wor ftem any Fant of 


2 Men's, and Diſqualification for underſtanding 
them, through Wickedneſs, or from any Abuſe 
of them, they then muſt needs be ſuch as 
do not affect Men's Opportunity, which God 


k 1 would have them all have, of being ſaved and 
coming to the Knowledge of the Truth: Nay, 


Men may often be at a Loſs in ſome Parts 


they may have had ſufficient Information in 


Regard to them from other Paſſages plain and 
”" | eaſ y to be un derſtood. | And thus St. Auſtin, * 


«« and Appeal, does by that Means acquire not only equal, but 

„ in ſome ſort a ſuperior Authority to what went before. And 
<< therefore to be ſure it ought to have its own Authority, at 
6 leaſt as well confirmed, as that which it pretends to 


*— 


Now the Scriptures command our Aſſent and Obedience, az 
coming from God: That they came from him we are aſſurec, 

by their Author's giving proper and authentick Teſtimonies 

= « of a Commiſſion and Inſpiration truly divine; that the Mira- 
cles in which that Teſtimony conſiſted, were really perfor- 
med, we have the Report of Enemies as well es Friends to 
„ their Doctrine; The Proof of infinite Converts won over by 
them, contrary to all the Intereſt and Inclinations of Fleſh 
and Blood; and laſtly the concarring Conſent of the Church 
= © univerſal in all Ages, which alone (all Circumſtances conſi- 
2X «* dered) is an Evidence even credible in itſelf. Till therefore 

the Advancers of Traditions, and an infallible Guide, on 


the one hand, and till the Pretenders to private Illuminations 


them into Competition.” 
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on the other, can bring equal Evidence for themſelves, but 
* r 7 while they continue the darkeſt Controverſies in 
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Religion, we are not to be blamed for not admitting 


Dr. STAnnors's Sermen on the Perfedtion of Scriptare, at the : 


| © Commencement at Cambridge. Page 21, 2%, 


be Dodtr, Chr, Lib, II. C. 6. & C. 9. 


* plainly delivered in Scripture are found all 
* Things which cencern Faith and good Man- 
% ners. It may be thought perhaps at firſt 
Sight a Pity that there were any other than 
_ thoſe plain Paſſages, and determinate Declara- - 
ons, Bat. that it ſhow'd, be otherwiſe is no 
more than what muſt needs happen, in Con- 
ſequence of the Scriptures including Inſtructions 


4 2 Circumſtances; and by its providing 


by obyiating their peculiar Prejudices, Difficul- 
tics and Objections; and by adapting Argu- 
ments to their accuſtomed Ways, and known 
Tenets. In the Scriptures. there are, not only. | 
general Doctrines, all of which are delivered 
one where or other, in a Way eaſy to be un- 
derſtood; but there are alſo particular Arguing s 
(in the Epiſtles eſpecially) in their Defence, 
and Illuſtrations for their Conveyance, and 
Confutations of Abuſes and falſe Tenets, and | 
amongſt theſe it is that there are found Things 
hard to be underſtood; and no Wonder, as 
they are adapted to the Occafions and Concep- 
tions of different Parties, of Jews, and Gen- 


particular Exceptions, Diſputes, and Notion of ⁶ 


(8) 


ſpeaking of the Scripture - Difficulties, ſays, MX 


2 That fret any thing i to be Jede 
from thoſe obſcure Parts, but what is moſt . ” 
| 7 plainly ſet forth elſewhere— And in another "= 


Place, © In thoſe Things, ſays he, which are 


PECULIAR to different Parties under widely | 


or the Information, and Satisfaction of each ; 


Wd", * 


tales, and Chr ifttans, and Fudai ers — to their # 


Things: 


* benefited by them; 0 as each tft 6 


* > 4 
"- I 


it comes to afs that they foul? have 
' Difficulties for each, at the ſame Time that 
they are. upon the Whole plain to each for 
on that very Account, becauſe they have been 


pie and Believiiig i in Jeſus Chriſt, 


( 9.) 
Thing * Things are not ſet forth. = 1 


only; 1 ſo, as both we and they That 


eaſily be formed and convinced of 2 8 
This conſidered, it immediately appears 75 
at 


calculated to explain Things, and reconcile 


them to fo many different Subjects, to ſuch 
f 0 1 different Sorts many pe 
= aiffering neee, is it, that they muſt 
needs have many Things not plain to every 


Peo ple, under ſuch widely 


One i in general: This muſt 6ccafion Obere 
in ſome Paſſages; but then it is only 


to whom, as ? may ſay, they do not . 070 


belong — It is in what do not relate to the #4 
= 7eral, or our preſent, but the en, particular 
|S Demands. For as there is Provitiin' in them 
for the particular Circumſtances of thoſe Titries, 


and Inſtructions adapted to their Pecuſiarities; 


| ſo are there general Inſtructions, obviouſly ter. 
3 bes forth ev 775 Thing that is common to All 


Perlons and and Which they are con- 


cerned to know. " The Things that ate decla- 

red in Scripture to be the Terms and Cotditions 
8 F ban ſuch as Keene, t and Refor- 
the Au- 


thor 0 everlaſting Salvation to all chem that 


OBEY him; and the Duties which ate to be 


. e Matter of 2 Obe 


oy 


(1) 


Account that is to be given thereof in the Day 


of Judgment, and the Life everlaſting, or Pu- 
niſhment which will then be adjudged to every 


One, according to the Things done in his Body; 
theſe and ſuch eſſential Matters, are laid down 


fo plainly, that it muſt be any one's Fault if he 
| knows not enough of them to guide him ſe- 
curely to Heaven thro' the Merits of his Re- 
deemer, — J fay not, that the Whole of the 
Scriptures, including all the Types, and Pro- 
phecies, and occaſional Diſcuſſion of Contro- 
verſies had with Jews, or Judaizing Chriftians, 
that are therein, are ſo eaſily to be underſtood 
of all; but who will ſay, that that is indiſpen- 


lably neceſſary to ALL? They may notwith- 


ſttanding know what is ſufficient. Any Diffi- 
culties that may now attend any occafional Pro- 
viſions, or any particular Arguments, or Proofs, 

_ whulſt as many other as are needful are plain, 
do not therefore hinder but that the Scriptures 
may be ſufficient to all Men's coming to the :Þ 
Knowledge of the Truth, and to Salvation; 
and if they be ſo far intelligible, more is not 

to be deſired; ſhould there be till many etber 
Parts which are with Difficulty underſtood, 
and about which Men differ, that ſignifies not. 

| Nay, ſuch Parts (as has been obſerved) there 
needs muſt be, elſe would not all Perſons and 


Times, have had ſuch proper and adapted In- 


formation; — Our Difficulties arifing from 
' thoſe Parts which were provided to explain, 
enforce, and reconcile Things to ofhers in very 
. different 
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4a 
different Circumſtances, and of very different 
Notions and Perſuaſions — and that which is 
plain to us, was to them, through thoſe No- 
tions and the Prejudices peculiar to them, the 


moſt difficult; Scripture therefore by its expreſs 


Proviſion for the particular Circumſtances and 
Demands of different Parties and Times, by 
obviating their peculiar Objections and Preju- 
dices, and Errors, and ſuiting Arguments to 
their Temper, Diſpoſitions, and Circumſtances, 
muſt of Courſe have ſome Things in it hard to 
be underſtood, to all but thoſe to whom they 
were peculiar, (or well acquainted with thoſe 
Peculiarities) and yet no Detriment to others; 
becauſe if they poſſibly may not underſtand 


them, they have not the Wants to which they 
are adapted and peculiar ; and they have In- 


ſtructions elſewhere ſuited to their own Wants: 
If therefore ſome cannot now enter into all the 


Apoſtle's Reaſonings which regarded only the 


particular Occaſions of ſome Times or Perſons, 
(but in Circumſtances in which we are not 
concerned) how does that hinder but that the 
Scriptures may be able to make us wiſe unto 


Salvation, and be ſufficiently plain to that Pur- 
4 poſe? If for inſtance, we have none of the ſame 


rejudices againſt Chriſtianity which the Jews 
had, on Account of its aboliſhing their Rites 


and Ceremonies, — or from the Gentiles being 


v2 6&8 : 
* . 


admitted as God's People thro Faith, and ſo 


many of them who had been peculiarly ſo, 


* 


3 4 being rejected therefrom, through Unbelief; 


B 2 | i how 


bow dogs it concern our Salvation, though in 
St Paul's Reaſonings on theſe and fome ſuch 


ow 4 


3 Occaſions, there be ſome Things 
hard to be underſtood ? they being adapted to 
the Conditions, and Cuſtoms, and Perſuafions, © 
and Prejudices of a People, very different from 
us; all which Matters it is not at this Diſtancs 
ol Time, within the Compaſs of every Mans? 
Knowled > and Study minutely to trace out. 
But theſe occofional Enlargements in particular 
. Diſputes, cannot be ſo difficult, even to thoſe 
VVWiuo are not concerned in the Controverſy, or 
10 = have not the Doubts or Objections that they 2 
1 At are intended to obviate, and who may there» 
3 fore naturally and ſafely be deficient in under 
ſtanding them; but that his general Inſtructions 

= the Ends of his Epiſtles, when he addrefles 
| himſelf to Husbands, Wives, Servants, Maſ-. 
ters, or inculcates any univerſal Chriſtian Duty, 
Wl - are 4s plain, and nothing could make them 
Ml (neither need they be made) plainer. 3 
= . Conſider further: There are in Scripture too 
i os: fome ſublime Matters brought in View, con- 
; _ Eerning which, as much is diſcovered, as is f 
real Uſe to us, and anſwers the immediate Oc- 7 
caſion, without further diſcloſing every other 
© Particular; it being neither neceſſary, nor per- 
Wm haps ſometimes with our preſent Degree of Ca- 
1 paacity poſſible, to bring us to a nearer Acqc- 
N . guaintance, or minuter Knowledge of them: 
(i And here the Differings are generally where 


Mien affect to be more expreſs, and particular 


than 
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hold it, 
that is in any Caſe required of Men, muſt 


= ercingly; 
= fclf as plain as he pleaſed, giving us too what 
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( 13) 
than the Scriptures ; ſuch are nod the Differ» 
ings of Scripture, but of meer Opinion, and of 
Men's Fancies ; and however great Streſs each 

may lay upon his own, and what! ſos 
ever he may pretend there is for every One to 
yet certainly and in all Reaſon, No- 
thing can be important and neceſſary in any 
greater than it is clear, expreſs and 

certain in the Teaching of the Scriptures, and 
in its Delivery there; and the beſt Meaſure of 

the Expreflneſs, and Explicitnefs of Knowled 


be the Expreſſneſs and Explicitneſs with which 
the Matter is propounded in the Word of God, 
and the Opportunity that is afforded Men of | 


apprehending it more or leſs perfectly and un- 
oe fle Ged could have declared him- 


Capacity w was needful, and therefore it cannot 


be that he ſhould defign any Thing to be un- 


derſtood more particularly and at large, than it 


== is explained, or we made capable of apprehend- 
ing it; for he would have all Men to be ſaved, 
sand to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. Such 
Differings 


cere and diligen 


therefore as are conſiſtent with a ſin- 


nt Uſe of God's Word, cannot 
be inconfiſtent with Salvation; for any Truth 


1 they cannot come to only for want of Means 
from him, cannot be that Truth that He would | 
2 have all Men come to. 


ares on \ which 5 
rrors of the Sad- 
duces, | 


the Seri 


The not 3 


(4) 
ducees, was their Neglect and Diſregard of them; 
not their Incapacity of knowing them : — 


Had the Fault been in the Scriptures, he could 
not have upbraided them with it. They 


always were, and always will be, ſufficient in- 


firudtors, if impartially, and induſtriouſſy, and 


for {an Purpoſe; and therefore never can, nor 
will r 


their Diſregard of Scripture, having had only 


fe&ive in that Knowledge which theſe were 
| ſufficient on a due Attention to have afforded 
them; — for not regarding what they did 2 
tify concerning bim, nor believing in Moſes, in 
lip had they believed they would have be- 


lieved in him, for Moſes wrote. of him; not | 


for their being ignorant of the After-diſcoveries 
of the Goſpel ; ſo now, we who tho' we have 
that additional Light, do ſtill but know in Part, 
and prophecy in Part do fee thro' a Glaſs 
dar ly, ſhall not be condemned (if we improve 
as we ought theſe Opportunities) that we do 
not know. even as ve alſo are known, and as 


though we faw Face to Face, the glorious Pri- 
vileges we are to enjoy when that which 15 ber- I 


Fel 25 come. 


Things hard to be underſtood; but for whom- 


ever 


daily ſearched; — becauſe God has given them 


at any one's Hands, more than he 4 
has had Opportunity given him of learning 
from them; the Jews whom he reproves for 


the Opportunity of the Scriptures of the Odd 
| Teflament, are therefore reproved for being de- 


There. may then in the Scriptures be ſome 4 


4 (15) 
erer r they are too hard after he has done his ut- 
mot, for him to underſtand them cannot be 
N cequred. 7 
But it will be faid — That, it is not 
XX teſtified of theſe Things, that they were hard 
4 to be underſlood, but that they that are unltar- 
ned and unſtable wreft them to their Deftruct ion. 
But this, obſerve, is conſidered as their own 
Fault; and is no more than they po'@lſo the 
X77 orurr Scriptures; as the Verſe — It 
is not then the Hardneſs of the Subject meerly, 
but their Un/ableneſs, and their Neglect ef In- 
ſtruction ſunlearned as they were) that this is 


* WF owing to: They would not be miſled by thoſe. 
Things hard to be underſtood, did they not 
7 negle@ the Things that are plain and eaſy, and 
let their Self. conceit run them aground in thoſe 
that they are not equal to by themſelves 
Thus much is implied, both in the Character 
of thoſe that do ſo — They are unſtable and un- 
learned; that is, they will not reſt in what is 
plain and eafy, nor ſuffer themſelves to be bet- 
ter informed; and alſo in the Term by 
which the Act i 18 Gonifie: vi ⁊. that they wREST 
them; which is not innocently and 3 a 
faultleſs Ignorance to miſtake them; but per- 
verſely, or in Conſequence of ſome evil Biaks, 
ſſome faulty Diſpoſition, to warp and put a 
Force upon them, and for the Sake of ſome» 
thing, that they are ſomehow. engaged to with 
true, induſtriouſly ta make them ſpeak as they 
1 | would _” — Theſe . are * laid 
* „ 
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to be hard'to be underſtood, not impoſſible — 


of — i 
Pains they p 
= in or Information, and Di- 
rer 
 wnlearned _ unſtable Mind, blinded with 
Conceit, and conſult only the ſerving the Turn 
_ of ſome eſpouſed Scheme; and that even in 
Defiance of what is Plain, and {peaks quite an- 
other Thing: = 
If they A ſtudy the Scriptures, with the 
| fame Diſcretzon, and make ule- of like Helps 
and Methods of coming at their real and true 
do in fearching out the Mean- 
ing of other Books, they, (if they be of honeſt 
virtuous Minds and Diſpoſitions which is ſup- 7 
Poſedz for Wickedneſs will always be a great 
Diſqualification, and it is the conſtant Decla= 7 
ration of Scripture that none of the Wicked ſhall © 
undenſtand en) If they be of honeſt virtuous 
Minds, I = they = eaſily ſo get to ſee 
through the greateſt Difficulties in them, I am 


4464 


and they are juſtly chargeable with the Guilt 
if inſtead of taking what 
can- 4 | underſtand them right, and 


rection, they wi 


Meaning, as they 


perſuaded — but if at laſt, thro Want of Abi- 


** 


f 5 = 
e 12. 10. See alſo 2 Gr 4 % FR h, 1. + 5 8 
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lities they ſhould not ſee through every One, 
their Saloatcn is not ho. Songs The only 1 
: er is, when Men are conexited enough to 
think themſelves fit to teach others, when in- 
2 deed they have Need to be taught themſelves; 3 3 1 
ure 2 to fix n where ey 
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F are by no Means equal to it not taking care at 


the ſame Time not to recede from Truths which 
are plain and expreſs; — In what is plainly 
declared (if they keep ſteadily to it) they have 


that which ſuffices to their Salvation 


They are in no Danger therefore, ſo long as 
they do not ſet any ſuch aſide, or contradit 
them by their own imprudent Interpretation of 
the Things hard to be underſtood : It is they 
who will be doing ſo—who are as the Apoſtle 


: A deſcribes them unlearned, and unſtable, that 


| 4 have little qualifying Knowledge, and not Pru- 
dence enough to keep ſteady to what they find 
of obvious and plain, It is ſuch as theſe that 


* 


are eaſily induced by their evil Diſpoſitions, of 


Conceit and Pride, and a Fondneſs for their 


cy Fancies, to wreſ# them; and therefore they 


deſervedly do it to their own DeſtruCtion. — 


But before I quit this Head of Diſcourſe, it 


may not be amiſs to take Notice, that the Dif- 


ferings which are to be found in the Church of 
Rome, which are many, and in Matters of as 


great Importance as any that are to be found 


amongſt the moſt ſeparated Proteſtants, ſhould 


"XZ methinks ſtop their Mouths from objecting the 


Differings between Chriſtians owning the Scrip- 


tures to be a ſufficient Rule, as a Proof that 


they are not; for their Differings muſt be at 


"= 

"a4 * L 

_ 

© KY , . . 

X leaſt as good * 
leaſt as a Proof that they have no infal- 
= N . ! * b a 2 d - 14 N * 
oh Fg 
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lible Judge and Decider of Controverſies — 


Theſe certainly prove, either that not they 


7 *hemſelyes believe in One, and then Scripture 


is 


( 18 ) 
is rid of the Rival they oppoſe to it — or elſe 
that however perfect a Rule any have, they 


may ſtill through their own Fault differ, and 
then Scripture may be our Rule, notwithſtand- 


ing the Reaſon urged againſt its being fo. 
And as l think there is nothing now left to 


be faid againſt the Scriptures being ſo perſpicu- 
ous and capable of being known and underſtood, 
as to ſuffice to make us wiſe unto Salvation thro © 


R Faith which is in Chriſt | Jeſus; I ſhall proceed ; | 


to obſerve, 


II. That this is to be underſtood however 
of a proper Endeavour to know them, by the 
Uſe of fit Means, and with a right Diſpoſition. 


It is not only neceſſary that they ſearch them 
impartially, and with an undiverted Regard for 
the Truth, with a View directed to ans but 
the coming to the right underſtanding of t 


and falſe Biaſs of Wickedneſs, all which every 


one will ſee and allow to be neceſſary; but they 


muſt moreover proceed with Prudence, and 


under the Guidance of proper Rules and Me- 
thods of Interpretation; otherwiſe they will be 


liable to great Miſunderſtandings; nor is this 


the Caſe with the Scriptures only, but with 
every other Book alſo; which no Man offers to 
interpret without Regard had to ſuch Rules. 
Having thus obſerved in general the Neceſſity 
of a right Endeavour, it will not be improper |: 
to deſcend to ſome particular Directions how 


we are to diſcharge ourſelves herein 


em, 
and with a Heart free from the Clogs of Vice 
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And 6iſt, It is aſſuredly neceflary to advancing 


X our Knowledge in the Scriptures, that we be 


very converſant in them; that we read them 


frequently, and with Care; and that in Order, 
regularly from Beginning to End; where we 
lett off one Time, reſuming it the next, till ve 
have gone regularly through the Whole: Thus 
ſhould we peruſe them through, over ard over 


again; and not only read them disjointedly, 


and by peice-meal: They, like every Thing 
XZ elſe, are beſt underſtood in Connection; ard 


nothing has contributed more to Errors and 


Miſtakes in them, than the conſidering ſingle 
Verſes as ſo many Aphoriſms and independent 
Truths; and applying them as ſuch, to the 


Proof of any thing their s0uxD Favours, They 


are in Truth only thrown into theſe ſhort Di- 


viſions, and numbered for Men's Convenience 


in referring and turning to them; an Invention 
of not above 300 Vears ſtanding; and the Di- 
viſion even into Chapters is not of above 58. 
The Scriptures are of themſelves, and in all 


antient Copies, in a continued Way of writing 


through each Book, without being parted into 


Verles and Chapters; and ſhould always be ſg 


conſidered in peruſing them; and not be diſ- 


jointed in their Senſe; which was not the In- 


tention of thoſe Diviſions: Nobody docs ſo by 


others, and is determined to a certain Senſe by 


them; and as they EO Poke up one con- 
5 * 'F fiſtent 


other Writings ; but conſider and weigh each 
Sentence, and Part as it ſtands connected with 


3 (20) 
ſiſtent Deſign, or Scheme of reaſoning ; ſo 
ſhould we here, and endeavour to preſerve 
each Argument entire, to have the Drift and 


Tenour of every ſuch Writing in View; and 


the Purport of each Book; and to underſtand 
all of them agreeably to the Light which each 


affords the other: For though the Scriptures 
are not one ſingle Piece, but a Collection of 
many; yet it is one and the ſame Doctrine, 
which is the Subject-Matter of the ſeveral Parts 
of the New Te/tament, and which Relation is 
frequently had to in the Od. The general 
hole, 


Tenour, Analogy, and Deſign of the Whole 
| ſhould therefore be particularly regarded; the 


which we ſhall by Degrees come into, by a 
frequent and attentive Peruſal; by an intimate 


Acquaintance with the Scriptures, we ſhall 


each Time find new Light break in upon us 
to affiſt or confirm our Judgment; have the 
_ Scripture Phraſeology, and reaſoning become 


familiar to us; the Peculiarities and Difficulties 


continually vaniſh, and often find very great 


Beauties, where we apprehended Soleciſms: And 
now before I go on to further Rules tor making 


a right Improvement of the Scriptures, I muſt 
beg Leave to dwell upon this ſo primarily- 
neceſſary Rule; not barely to lay it down, but 
to enforce it; for all others will be to no Pur- 


poſe, if a diligent and careful reading of the 


Scripture be not kept up: — In a Proteſtant 
Who acknowledges it to be that whereby he 
muſt be made wiſe unto Salvation, it is the 
1 3 e 


yo „ 


454 


Ty WW 


* 


8 


1 Les Inconſiſtency, not to ſearch it daily, 
= and conſider it as the moſt im 


(621) 


portant of Stu- 
dies to him; the uſefulleſt and moſt neceſſary 
Knowledge, lt is aſtoniſhing that by any ſuch 


1 it can be neglected; and unleſs their Thoughts 
| were quite cold and indifferent to their eternal 
5 © Concerns, it could not be, that this only ſure 


Director ſhould be fo little, and fo ſeldom ap- 
bk to: It is a very bad Sigh, and ſhews a very 


1 3 evil State, when they love Darkneſs rather than 
3 v Ihe Light; when they are indifferent, if not 


© averſe to that Sacred Book, given by Inſpiration 
Jof God, and which is profitable for Deane, 
for Reproof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in 
Y fi Yet there are too many I fear, 
can give leſs Account of it, than of ſome of 
© the moſt trifling Performances of human Wit; 
many now a Days are as little converſant with 


7 che Scriptures, as if they had no Concern at all 


in them; others read them ſometimes, but then 


not frequently enough, nor with a regular Pur- 


© ſuit of the Study of them; whereby they might 


4 come to underſtand them thoroughly; but dip 


into them only piecemeally, and disjointedly; 
Freſume not the Peruſal of them oethaps of ſe- 
veral Days; and then without any Regard to 
their former Advances, or to carrying on their 
Yoni: in a regular Way; and 'tis well it, 
when they read them, they be very mindful 6E 
what they are about, and do it with that Al- 
tention, and earneſt Care to treaſure up in their 


Heart the doc Knowledge they meet 


with, 


( 22 ) 


with, for their Uſe. But is this acting like 


People in their Senſes ? they know better how 


to ſtudy any other Book, if they have a Mind 
to underſtand it, which treats of any Science, 


or which reſpects their worldly Matters, or 
Profit; but this which is to dire& them to, 
and fit them for Heaven, they cannot have 


Patience to follow up ſo cloſely — Strange pre- 
poſterous Procedure! Te do err, not knowing 
The Scriptures, ſaith our bleſſed Lord; and con- 
ſider what it is to err In ſuch a Concern— 
Take then the Sacred Volume in Hand — tis 
a Happineſs ye enjoy above many others, that 
ye are allowed to do it; — and will ye neglect 


to improve it? Let its holy Pages employ your 
molt frequent and ſerious Attention This, Book 

of the Law ſhall not depart out of thy Mouth, 
but thou ſhalt meditate therein Day and Night, 


that thou mayeſt obſerve to do according to all 


that is written therein; for then thou ſhalt make 


| thy Way proſperous, and then thou ſhalt have 


Let the Words thereof be in 


— 


good Succeſs 


thine Heart, and thou ſhalt teach them diligently 


unto thy Children. 


making the Scriptures become a plain and cer- 


| tain Rule and Direction to you, till I had en- 


deavoured to engage you firſt to a diligent and 
attentive Search of them; —— If you do hear- 


tily ſet about this, then it may be of Uſe to 
direct you how this Search may be made to 


moſt Advantage; but the Rules which I ſhould 


I could not proceed to further Rules for the 
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add for this Purpoſe, I think I had beſt defer 
7 * till the next Occaſion, And now Brethren I 
| = commend you to God, and to the Ward of his 
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give you an Inheritance among all them which 
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Mot, es, Part of ach ve. 


—Te & Err, not Inowing the Seriptures. 


1 EN. Now . to give you ſuch * | 
ol 1 Rules as may help you in your — 


KN of the Scriptures. 


As I recommended in the firſt Place the di- 


ligent, regular, and orderly reading of the Tory 


Scripturg; So J in the next Place, a 
2. Obſerve that we ſhould ſet about it with an - 


entire Inclination and hearty Deſire to obtain its 
true Senſe, and to get Information of the genuine 
Truths which it delivers; not bringing our Opi- 
nions with us, but taking them from thence; 
not ſeeking at any Rate to wreſ? them to our 
2 econceived Notions, but ſeeking no other 


nſe but that which the Scripture gives; and 


which is reconcileable to that zhroughout ; ad- 
mitting at no Rate of any trifling, or playing 
| looſe with it; but having a due Regard to its 


Sacredneſs; receiving it nit as the Ward of Men, 
but 4 as it is in Truth T the Ward 4 4 God, And 


(%). 


3dh, Much Intelligence ſhall we gain, by 
judiciouſly comparing one Part with another; 
WE NEED NoT BE TOLD SURE, THAT WE 


SHOULD EXPLAIN THE DIFFICULTER BY THE 


EASIER, We find the ſame Things variouſly 


expreſſed ; ſometimes figuratively, ſometimes 


literally and plainly, in different Parts of Scrip- 
ture. Figurative Expreſſions are generally pretty 
readily diſtinguiſhable by a Reader of tolerable 
Underſtanding, by ſome ſuch Indications: as 


theſe ; either they are ſuch as are very natural, 
and in which good Senſe and Reaſon will im- 
mediately diſcayer a Meaning different from 


what the Letter contains.“ —— Or they aptly 
enough ſet forth ſomething "which the Scrip- 
ture has elſewhere plainly taught, and at the 


ſame Time are if confined to the Letter either 


groundleſs, or abſurd, or ſhocking + —— Or 
they are put to ſignify ſomething which is en- 


joined as a Duty; which yet according to the | 


Letter is impoſſible; but are upon a little Re- 


collection diſcerned to deſcribe ſomething which 3 


in the unhgured and plain Injunctions of it is 
not ſo. } —— Or perhaps the Expreſſion in 
| Queſtion 1 is one of many different Repreſenta- 
tions, which all are reducible to one plainly ex- 
preſſed Thing, \ whilſt the Repreſentations would 


Lo Teverally confined Arictly to the LE, im- 


— — — — 
8 * Luke 9. 60. Mat. 5. Cas: 
+ Mat. 7 5. and g, 29, 30. Lale 14. 26. 
+ 7 1 Cor. 5 7. James 4.8. and (ms ou 8 ne 
Heart, and « a ntW N Exel. 18 31. 
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rlatively delivered, whether it reſpects any Act 
of God's; — of any Qualification of ours and 
Term of Acceptance; — of whether any Thing 
our Redeemer does or obtains for us; — under 
XZ whatever Head it comes, we are to confine. 
Z plainly, and in 4 fixed, determinate, and li- 
Z zeral Senſe delivers about it; and by this to 
form our Explication. And good Senſe and 
Reaſon will tell us, that if in a figurative Expreſ- 
ſſſion we find ſomething ſuitable to, and apt to 
let forth what we have elſewhere found in plain 
and expreſs Terms, this abundantly acquits the 
Figure; to pufſue it further to all that Fancy 
r frame from it, is to open a Way endleffly to 
bewilder ourſelves; and to have no Certainty 
gat all for any thing, but all muſt be as preca- 
7 rious as Humour and Fancy; and to improve 
upon the plain Doctrine, by ſuperinducing ſuch 
Fancies, 1s prepoſterouſly to explain the eaſier 
XZ by the difficulter; a ſure Means to miſlead Men, 
and te multiply Errors: When once we have 
XZ met with any Truth, clearly and plainly deli- 
vered, and which is fo expreſs as to be in no 
Danger of being miftaken, this and all ſuch 
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pl each of them ſomething different 


Now when we meet with any thing thus figu= 


ovetn ourſelves by what the Scripture 


and an indulged Imagination can deduce or 
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we ſhould be ſure to treaſure up in our Mind, 


and never to loſe Sight of this Land-Mark, ne- 
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vet to foregoe this ſure Footing, for any thing 
leſs clear or eaſy to be underſtood ; this were 
to be unſlable, one Occaſion of wreſt ing the 
Scriptures to our Deſtruction: We certainly in 
Reaſon ought never to admit any ſeeming Senſe 

of a difficult and obſure Paſlage, (and ſuch as is 
fo circumſtanced as to be very liable to be miſ- 
taken) that is inconſiſtent with the certain and 3 
expreſs Senſe of a plain and clear one. 
Further, as another good Rule, it is parti- 
8 cularly to be obſerved, that we do not conſound 
what relates only to the Apoſtolick Times, with . 
what regards all Chriſtians at all Times. By 
neglecting which Caution, Men are led away 
to hearken to Pretences to extraordinary Influ- 
ences of the Spirit, which ſome of late have 
broached, when its ordinary Influences only are 
5 continued to Chriſtians now, after the Uſe of 
the extraordinary ones is ſuperſeded by the Eſta - 
bliſhment of Chriſtianity, Y 
* 5. Again, —TheNature and Condition of the 
Writings we have under Conſideration ſhould 
. always be taken into our Account. When any 
thing is written upon ſome ſpecial Occafion, as 
in Anſwer to ſomething had been propounded, 
T.. Cr. 7. 1. ] or to obviate any particular Pre- 
A Judice or = oro ſomehow anſwer- 
ing to«the then Circumſtances of thoſe to whom 
it was immediatel y addreſſed, which i is the Cafe 7 


for the moſt Part in the Epiſtles ; our utmoſt 1 
Attention muſt be uſed, to trace if poſſible tùne 
ly Occafton to which Reſpect i = had 1 in them; and 


indeed 


indeed we can never be any ſuret of the Meant 
Min g of particular Paſſages and Exprefſions in fach 
- ZWritings, than we are of the general Drift, ot 
what is all along had in View; — for ben 
right or wrong in the one, we of Courſe muſt 
be ſo in the other; conſequently to ſet an) 
XZ ſingle Expreſſions or , Sentences culled out of 


ſſuch Places, in Oppoſition to ſuch as are obvi- 
cus to every one, and cannot be doubted of or 
. EE miſtaken; or to found Doctrines on the former 


inconſiſtent (and which with a deal of Art are 
only ſeemingly reconciled) with the latter, or 


 *X with ſound Reaſon, is to act in Oppoſition to 


all Senſe; and (if any thing be) is to be unſtable, 
and to vreęſt the Scriptures. Theſe abſtruſer 
Parts, and Things hard to be underſtood, could 
not miſlead Men if they would not prepoſte- 
<= roully give up that which is clear, expreſs, and 
plain, for that which is not ſo: They can do 
no otherwiſe if they will, 5 
6. Again, We ſhould never ſo take one Ex- 
preſſion, as that it ſhould not be conſiſtent, 
with another. We find the ſame Thing, ſome- 


times attributed to God — ſometimes to our- 


ſelves — In this Caſe, both they who exclude. 
So, and they who exclude ourſelves, maft 
be miſtaken, And the only Way to do neither 

the one, nor the other, being in ſuch Caſe to 
cConceive that wE are to do ſomething which 
"X Go enables us, and gives us the Power, and 
WM Means, and O pportunity of doing; that Inter- 

pretation conſequently which is n © 


RE 7 
this, can be the only true one of ſuch Paſſages, 
Thus, to inſtance; at the ſame Time that it is 


required of Men that they put off the old Man, 


and put on the new — and to make them a new 
Heart, and a new Spirit — God is ſaid to put 
aà neu Spirit within them, and to take the ſtony 
Heart out of their Pleſh, and they are ſaid to be 


bis Workmanſhip created in Chrifl Jeſus. The 
Meaning of all which together muſt be, that 


God reneweth a right Spirit within them, as he 


ſupplies the Means which when improved by 
them make their Heart new; and they are þ:s 
Workmanſhip created in Chriſt Jeſus, whe 


influenced by the Word of his Truth, and in- 


formed by its Inſtructions, and aided by his 


Spirit, zhey do put off the Old Man and put 
on the New. Thus Regard is had as well to 


What is aſſerted of God, as of ourſelves; and 


we muſt not ſet aſide one Aſſertion, any more 


than the other; we muſt not put all the Streſs 
ve poſſibly can upon one, and none at all upon 


the other. 


5. Much leſs, be it remembered as a further 


Rule, are we where the general Tenour, and evi- 
dent Deſign of the Goſpel expreſſes one Thing, 


to admit of quite another; to inſtance in order 
the more clearly to inſtruct; — We can be ſures 
of nothing than that Men's Converſion is endea- 


voured in it, by * Inſtructions.— by Exhorta- 


* nec alias totum Ordinem diſcipline per precefta © 
diſpoſitum, avocante Deo, & minante, & exhortante, niſi & ad 

Obſequium, & ad Contemptum libero & Voluntario Homine. 

Tertullian adver. Marc. Lib. II. f v. Ad finem, Ed Rigalt 


_ - Lat, Par. 1675, Page 384. 
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7 3 
tions, — by the preaching of Repentance,— by 
E Expoſtulations— Promiſes— Threats Offers 
of Afſiſtance— by Miracles wrought to convince 
Men and induce them tobelieve, | Mar. 16. 20. 
by the Proviſion of a moſt ineſtimable Ranſom 
tor Sins repented of, and forfaken, to lead Men 
þ 0 by ſuch Gaqdneſs to Repentance; means, all of 
them, entirely directed to influence the Will, 
and engage Compliance; and ſhall we notwith- 
= ſtanding, only upon meeting with this Conver- 
ion, ſet forth under the Figure of being born 
again, and of a new Creature, (a Figure that 
- =X happily expreſſes the walking in Newneſs of 
5 WM Lite) infer from thence, in direct Oppoſition 
and Defiance of all that has been obſerved, that 
it is a Thing quite independent of our own 
Wil, or Act, and which we can neither con- 
tribute in any Degree towards, nor in any De- 
gree preyent ; but which is by an immediate 
and irreſiſtible Act of God wrought in ſome, 
but not in others, as ſome have dreamt? If 
r 3 People form Concluſions after this Manner, let 
- them not lay the Blame of their Miſtakes on 
Xx Scripture — If plain Explications, or Expref- 
ſions of the fame Thing could ſatisfy them, 
they are not wanting; except ye be converted, 
X fays our Lord, and BECOME. as little Children, 
pe ball not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
The new Creature, and the keeping the Com- 


K 


r A onde mc 


Uſe of them put to expreſs the ſame Thing, 
and ſtand the one for the other; are undeniably 
. 


mandments of God, are in the ſame Apoltle's 8 
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interchangeable and mutually convertible Ex. 
preſſions; (compare Gal. 6. 15. and 1 Cor. 7. 19) 
not to mention all that is ſaid about Repentance, 
and Reformation, and walking in Newneſs of 


Life; — The Agreement of the Metaphor with 1 


all which is obvious enough; but we have not 
Time to enlarge more hereen now, and have 


beſides done it amply on another Occaſiun,* 


8. Add we as a further Direction, that any 


Doctrine, or given Senſe of any Part of Scrip- 4 
ture, which is favoured by the juſt Notions, | 


and Apprehenſjons of God, which Scripture 3 


and Reaſon both ſupply us with, ought always 
without Demur to carry it, againſt any, incon- 
ſiſtent with the Perfections, and holy Nature of 
| God, —— To inſtance again, for the Sake of 


ing from this Rule. 


ſurer Inſtruction in a plain Example of depart- AF 


he Doctrine of abſolute and unconditional : | 


Election and Reprobation, (which makes the q 


reateſt Part of the World, to have been con- 
ned by God's eternal Decree, meerly for the 
evidencin g his own unlimited Sovereignty, to 
endleſs Torments, which by no Means, nor 


Endeavours of theirs they can in any Degree 
eſcape; and a few choSRN by a like Decree to 


ever os Happineſs, which they cannot there- 


fare but obtain) This Doctrine I ſfay i is certainly x 


as contrary to all Goodneſs, Juſtice, Mercy, and 
the FREE of ſuch a Being as God, as any 
thing 


| . ; . k . . | 4 yy : © 58 
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dung can \ poſtibly': 1 A Doftrine of this Con- 


7 os is notwithſtanding raiſed by ſome, on 
de, no better Foundation than a few Expreſſions, 
of | 3 and Sentences, or rather Parts of Sentences, 
* 1 taken by themſelves, and without the Whole 
ot = duly conſidered, of which they are a 
ve | Fart. in the 8th, and gth, and 11th Chapters 
ob Epiſt. to Romans; which Chapters are very 
ny apt, nay moſt inclinable, conſidered in Con- 
* nection and with due Attention to the Apoſtle's 
ns, cope, to bear a Senſe clear of all theſe excep- 
ure tionable Conſequences; and do indeed only re- 
s late to the Prejudices of the Jeus, at the Re- 
on- Yc-ption of the Gentiles, to the Goſpel Covenant, 
: of Wand Church of God, thro Faith (Rom. x1. 20) 
of Wand the Rejection . thereflom of many of them 
art 3 ® who had been fo long God's People, through 

| Unbelief; ; (11. 20) in which Caſe, neither was 
* the One elected to eternal Happiriſs; for that 
the cpended not on his profeſſing Chriſtianity only, 
on- (which too was his own Act) but on his con- 
the tinuing in the Practice of 13 (Rom. 11. a” 
— 1 Nor was the Other rejected eternally, an 
nor doom d to a State of endleſs Miſery; but might 
gree Jattain to the Privileges of Chriſtianity equally 
e ch the other, if he did ot as the Apoſtle 
ere- tells us ABIDE n UNBELIEF, (Rom. 11. * 
110 Hence only could the Apoſtle confiſtently al- 
and 4 ee that Salvation is come unto the Gentiles, for 


any 4 to provoke the Fews to. Jealouſy, (Rom. 11, 11) 
ing © the Effect of which he hopes to be (which on 
* Ye Suppobiion of ſuch abſolute Decrees could 


—_— 1 N never 


( 34 ) 
never be) that ſome of them might be Javed, 
(Verſe 14. 

Now this Dodrine, ſo derogatory to God's 
Honour, and founded on a few miſtaken Texts, 
is contradicted as expreſsly as Words can do it, 
in almoſt innumerable the moſt plain unexcep- 
tionable and indiſputable Places that can be; in 
ſhort by the whole Tenour, Plan, and Proce- 
dure in the Goſpel: A Man cannot read a Page 
| ſcarce but he muſt ſee that the Terms of Sal- 
vation are offered to all Men if they will em- 


| brace them: We are directly told that God 
* coould bave alt Men t6 = ſaved — + that 


i is NOT WILLING that Any ſhou'd periſh — 


See alſo Mat. 18 f La Cbrift died for ALL— | an ii 


Chapter, Vrſe gave himſelf a Ranſom for ALL 
te 14% F and is the Propitiation for our 
Sins, and not for ours onLY, but Also for the 


Sins of the waoLe WorLp— () and by the 
Grace of God taſted Death jor VERY MAN— 


Iq and became the Author of everlaſting Salva- 
tion to ALL THEM THAT OBEY HIM, Ex- 


preſſions theſe which cannot be miſtaken, nor 


admit of any Doubt; with endleſs Teſtimonies 
to like Purpoſe; for all the numberleſs Paſſages 


which expreſs God's Mercy, and juſtice, and 
Goodneſs, and Impartiality, all equally con- 


tradict theſe Tenets: Now to fet all theſe aſide, 
or 


4 1 1 — = s > * 2 4 2 2 * N ö 1 by : 2 ; 3 . Cas 2 
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1 1 Tim 2 6— LI John 2. 2— () Heb. 2 5 [] Heb. 5. 9. 
dee alſo //aiah 53. 6. and Romans 8. 32. 2 Corinth, 5.14, 15. 
1 Tim. 1. 15. Rom, 14 Tye ang 1 Cir, 8. 11. 


1 
* * 


For to ſeek to wREsT them, and evade their 
J | plain and expreſs as they are, for only 


* the ſeeming Tendency, of a few fingle, abſtruſe 
Verſes, in Behalf of a Doctrine fo injurious to 
. | 3 od, ſo uncomfortable to Man, fo diſſervice- 
_ Fable to Religion and Virtue, and ſo ſhocking to 
n } elo; it this be done, what can we charge 
* Tit Yo? Not on the Scriptures tis evident. 
4 Z Perhaps ſome will aſſert that the Texts fa- 
E | Jvouring that Doctrine, though but few in Com- 
a | ien, are however as Plain as thoſe that mak 
4 8 it. 5 
* = A Now not to mention that the Parts can not . 
1 be plain, wherever the general Matter is obſcure 
5 or intricate; and from ſuch Quarters they bor- 


row their Texts ; I fay that what is by ſuch : 


* 3 1 Fo their plain Senſe, is ſo far from being 
he buch, th {t be difficul 
& uch, that it mu extreme diſficult to any 
phone to conceive; as being at Variance with the 


"i Apprehenfions of God, and of Good and 


4 Evil, which both Scripture and Reaſon have 
* Tegen us. However it muſt certainly be more 
or | E reaſonable at any Time, if Need were, to un- 
J derſtand a yew Paſſages in their leſs obvious 
. 5 | e. to reconcile tem to the obvious Senſe 


of MANY, and them herein agreeing with the 
4 Honour of God and the Reaſon and Fitneſs of 


, | ay ;. than to interpret the MANY to a leſs 
15 © obvious | Senſe, and one leſs worthy of God, 
* and leſs agreeable to our Senſe of Good and 
19: Evil to bring them to agree to the moſt ob- 
1 vious Senſe of comparitively an ineonſiderable 
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As this Rule, which requires our not rece- 
ding from right and worthy Notions of God, 
nor admitting any Interpretation to the Preju- 


dice of his Perfections, atteſted to both by 
Scripture and Reaſon, is ſo abſolutely pus to 
the Reverence we owe to the Supreme Being; 
So is it in its Application above all others ſa- _ 
tisfactory to ourſelves; for whenever a Man has 
this Ground and Foundation, he may reſt per- 
fectly eaſy in his Opinions, though poſſibly he 
' ſhould not be able to explain thoſe abſtruſe 
| Paſſages, the ſeeming Senſe of which both plain 
ones and the Nature of Deity oppoſe ; much 


more, if he can find other Senſes they are ca- 
pable of, and ſuch as quite diſengage them from 


uch Contrariety. 


9. Another Rule we ought to preſcribe our- 7 


ſelves is, not to forſake the literal, and have 
Recourſe to a figurative Senſe, but where there 
is ſufficient Reaſon obliging us; — either the 
literal Senſe implying ſome Contradiction, or 
unjuſtifiable Aſſertion, or being ſuperſeded by * 
ſome Explication or Limit given thereto by i 


Scripture itſelf, or on Account of the plain 


Marks of a Figure before recited, 


Thus the Word Baptize in the Original, | 
actually ſignifies to waſh, (See Mark W 4.) b 


and the previous Practice amongſt the Fews of 
the Rite of Baptiſm, is well known to have 
been a Waſhing to a religious End; when our 


Saviour then enjoins the teaching and bapti- 


Zing all Nations, without intimating any In- 


tention 
2 


. 
1 


1 


| tention of being otherwiſe underſtood than the 

1 — Import of the Word and known Prac- 
tice of the Thing explained it; with what 
1 1 Right do any take upon them to diſclaim 
Water-Baptiſm, and reſolve all into a figura- 
tive Meaning? But what ſhall we ſay, if they 
not only break through the plain Senſe of the 
Command to do it, but the declared Practice 
9 of the very Apoſtles themſelves alſo in Scripture; 
wphom we find calling for WATER * to bap- 
= 7 tize even thoſe, on whom the Holy Ghoſt had 
already fallen? Shall Scripturs be accountable : 
tor this? 
10. On the a Hand, where there is a 
Contradiction, or unjuſtifiable Aſſertion con- 
tained in the literal Senſe of any Expreſſion, 
and a very natural and uſeful Senſe ariſing 
T7 from it, conſidered as figurative, it is not to 
be queſtioned which is to be taken; much 
more when the literal Senſe implies ſomething 
X ſhocking and wicked, are we to reſolve it inta 
that figurative Senſe, which reconciles it to 
*X Reaſon, and renders it uſeful and inſtructive. 
When our Lord faith I am the TRUE Vin. 
and I am the Door — and the good Shepherd, 
the Figure is allowed on all Hands, and no one 
1 miſtakes his Meaning; nor where the Church 
is called nis Boy, [1 Cor. 12. 27.) How is 
it then that his Expreſſion his 7s My Bopy, 
9 parcen of Bread delivered * himſelf to his 
E ——_ 0 
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muſt needs (according to ſome} be literally 
underſtood, Spite of Numbers of barefaced 
Contradictions; and tho' the Thing he would 


whereas the applying certain Symbols, which 


nificative of the Purpoſe, as Occafions of Re- 
MEMBRING him, in a moſt ſolemn and thank- 


= - 
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uſing the Words this is my Body of the Sym- 
bols, which were to repreſent, in this Com- 
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nification, than hit 7s the Bread of Affiction 
diꝛchhich our Fathers did eat in Egypt, A known 
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Bread, but the Repreſentative or Commemora- 


* This is granted by ſome very eminent. Writers amangſi the Papifts, 


Diſciples to be taken by Way of - inſtituted 
Rite, to be done in REMEMBRANCE of him, 


then injoin has ſomething ſo monſtrous and 
ſhocking in it, as is not to be matched; 


he appointed, and which are very apt and fig- 


ful Way, is a very juſtly founded, uſeful, and 
ſenſible Rite, and is a very natural Occaſion of 


memoration, that ineſtimable Price of their 
Redemption, Fake, eat, this is My BODY 
„ WHICH Is BROKEN FOR YOU, his do IN R- 
Wl | MEMBRANCE of me; —— This is my Body, 
ö ; is then no more improperly uſed to ſuch a Sig- 


Form among the Jews at celebrating the Paſſ- 
over (the very Rite into whoſe Place this of 
the Lord's-Supper ſucceeded) was improperly 
ſpoken of that which was not indeed the very 


RE that Bread of Affliction, or of the State 
of Bondage, from which they were delivered. 
The Senſe of Scripture I am fure * exacts na 
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11. A further Caution we ought to take is, 


5 1 to pay due Deference to the ſublime Subjects 
and exalted Matters the Scriptures treat of, 


and not to make our own meer negative Igno- 
rance, and defective Conceptions, the Judges 
of all that is poſſible, the Standard of all that 
is expedient ; and when ſuch ſublime Diſco- 
veries are made as relate/to God's infinite Per- 
fections, and incomprehenſible Nature, or to 
the Rẽſurrection to Life eternal, and the Na- 
ture of another World, to call in Queſtion all 
that we cannot fully deſcribe, or account for; 
to urge our falſe Conceptions and negative Ig- 
norance, as real and pog/itive Objetions; —— 
Like the Sadducees in the Chapter from whence. 
I had my Text, who thought to expoſe the 


DocrinEwef a Reſurrection, by ſuppoſing a 
Caſe which related to marrying, and giving in 


Marriage, which they falſely aſcribed to the 

Conditions of another World making their 
own Miſtakes about it, an Argument againſt 
it. I am far from urging, as has ſufficiently 
appeared, that where a Thing is evidently in- 
conſiſtent with the Perfections and Honour of 


Goc, or with giti ve Senſe, and ſober Reaſon, 


exerciſed upon proper Objects, that we ſhould 


on any Pretence admit it. But where Revela- 


tion comes in to the Aid and Aſſiſtance of our 

Reaſon, (for oppoſe it, it never can) and makes 

Diſcoveries which without it we could never 
OR oo or Dr Toe have 
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Maze of Differings. 


(40) 


have attained to, let not our Reaſon reſent thi 3 


and quarrel. with it; but let us, as we in Rea- 


fon ought, embrace and improve ſo glorious a 


Help. 


12. The laſt Thing I would recommend is, 
that you would prudently avail yourſelves of the | 


Inſtruction of ſuch as are properly qualified 
to teach you; not ſuch as will claim to judge 


for you, but who will aſſiſt and enable you to 

judge; —— that you would readily adviſe with 
them, and not be above Inſtruction ; but take 
the Benefit of their Learning and Knowledge, 
where your own is deficient, and needs Aſſiſt- 
ance: I do not recommend, obſerve, an im- 


plicit blind Submiſſion ; I would only caution 
againft conceited Ignorance; ſuch a renouncing 


of Information as that of the Unlearned that 
 Wrelſt the Scriptures to their own Deſtruction. 


There is not One of theſe Rules but would 


be admitted (I am confident) as good, in the 
Caſe of any INDIFFERENT Book; if therefore 


any in this Caſe renounce any of them, it muſt 


be out of Partiality to ſome favourite Error, 


which it happens to bear hard upon. But if 


ye will carefully obſerve theſe Rules and Cau- 
tions — together therewith conſtantly and humbly 
addrefling the Father of Lights | James 1. 17.] 
for his Blefling on your Endeavours, and being 
in good Earneſt diſpoſed to do his Will, | Jobn 
7. 17. and 8. 31, 32] which is the beſt Pre- 


parative to now and receive it, ye need not 


* 


tear going ſafely and ſatisfactorily through this 
FO By 


== By this Time, then we ſee I hope, that there 
zs not 10 much Reaſon to infer the Uncertainty 
and Unintelligibleneſs of the Scriptures, from 
the great Variety of Opinions, and the ſtrange 
and almoſt endleſs Diſagreement of Men in 
their Tenets; there are other Ways of account- 
ing for them, without doing Injuſtice to Scrip- 
ture. We ſhall be ſtill leſs apt to charge theſe 
on the Uncertainty of Scripture, if we reflect 
that there are many Tenets and Practiſes with- 
out any Colour from Scripture, nay, which do 
not pretend to any; which yet are not the leſs 
== violently maintained; — as the Doctrine of 
== Concomitancy in the Church of Rome; which 
== was invented to ſalve a wicked Abridgment of 
Fs Chriſt's own Inſtitution, —and is built only on 
the moſt glaring of all Falſities, Tranſubſtan- 
W tiation—nay further, there are Numbers which 
not only have no Pretence to Scripture, but are 
actually maintained againſt its expreſs Declara- 
tions —— The withholding the Cup from the 
W Laity in the Sacrament, contrary to the Inſti- 
W tution, (and avowed ſo to be, with a non ob- 
fiante by the * Council, which decreed it tho 
our Lord ſaid drink ye ALL Mit) | Mat. 26. 27.] 
The Worſhip of Saints and Angels, though 
.] nothing can be more fully nor expreſily forbid 
than this is in 2d Ch. of Ep. to Col. and 18 Ver. 
and in other Places, [1 Tim. 2. 5. and Eph. 2. 
18.]—TheCelebration of Service in an unknown 


CCC! P‚!8 


K 


L 


** . *** _ —_— 


a —— 


* Council of Conſtance, Seſſion 13. Anno 143. 
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| Commandment, and numberleſs Places in Scrip- 
ture, which poſitively forbid it; — The Sacri- 
 hce of the Maſs, ſo — with what 
St. Paul aſſerts Heb, 9. 25, that ſo effectual 
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Need it ſhould be repeated like the imperfect 
legal Sacrifices; but cuce in the End of the World 
he was offered. Wer. 26. 28.] 7 bear the Sins of 


the teaching the Traditions of Men for Doctrines 
mate us wiſe unto Salvation; 


tended Inſallibility and Claim of implicit Belief, 
though our Saviour commands Mat. 23. 9. 


— — 
P ; e 


Apaſtle enjoius us to prove all Things, and” 


z the Word of Chrift dævell in ycu richly in all 
Mi ſdom, with other continual Exhortations to 


(642) 


Tone gue, though St. Paul with all ima; ginabie 5 
Pains in 14 Ch. of 1ſt Epiſt. to Cor. 3 
the uſing Tongues unknown; — The worſhip- 
ing Images, in utter Defiance of the ſecond 


was the Sacrifice of Chr if, that there was no- 


many. The Streſs laid upon Traditions, tho MW 
our Lord brands in the Jews, Mat. 15. 9. and 
we. are afſured, that the Scri ptures are able to 
Their pre- 


call no Man your Father upon Earth, for One 
7s. your Father which is in Heaven; and his 


BA every Man ſhould be fully perſuaded in bis 


own Mind — Io add no more, their with= | 
holding the Scriptures from the People, though BW 
our Ladd aſſigns it in my ext as the Cauſe of 
. ibetr NOT KNOWING the Scriptures, and 


ys ſearch the Scriptures, and by his Apoſtle, 


the Study of them, and emmendaden of their. 
Uſeſulncſs. totes 
Now 


Now ifi it be found, that Men 's Prejudices and 
Intereſt, or Attachments to Vice; can make them 
xwholly overlook, of diſregard ſome ofthe plaineſt, 
and moſt obvious Directions of Scripture, let it 
not be looked upon as ſuch an undoubted Proof 
of its Uncertainty and Inſuffioiency to inſtruct 
Men, that there are ſubſiſting ſo many and great 
Differings amongſt Chriſtians.— The Negligence 
and Indifference of ſome the vitious I urn of 
= Mind in others the implicit Truſt of many 
= the Love of Oppoſition and Singularity in ſeve- 
ral the pertinacious Obſtinacy of Numbers 
the Fickleneſs of as many — the Biaſſes of In- 
tereſt in ſtill more — the Madneſs of Party in no 
few, and the Sway ot Education in almoſt all, 
will better explain and account for theſe Dif- 
ferings—— Not to mention ſuch Differings, as 
for their Indifferency no ſuch jects Paths made 
ae gainſt, but that honeſt and fincere Pefſons may ? 
be ſubject to wm. ES 
= To conclude then, as we ol cally from 
theſe Premiſes. Scripture is able to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation, and the Danger of erring 
in any fatal Manner is from Nor KNOWING 
them, and not minding to underſtand them; — 
Let us then cautiouſly diſcard every of the ob- 
ſerved Cauſes of being miſled—and let us apply 
to Scripture with Sincerity and Diligence, in full 
Aſſurance of Faith, having our Hearts ſprinkled 
from an evil Conſcience; Let us ↄccoſt them 
witha hearty Diſpoſition to comply with them. 
to follow their Directions to believe their Pro- 
miſes— 
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Interpretation of all B . 
eing el ves with this Aa of our 
bleſſed Lord's, that i any Man will du bis 
te Hall know of the Doctrine, whether, it 


F ye continue ſaith he in my 


"my Dye s indeed, and ye 
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Bleſſed Lord, who haſt 3 all Holy Sctip- 
tures to be written for our Learning, grant that 
we may in ſuchwiſe hear them; read, mark, Fi 
learn, and inwardly digeſt them; that. by Pa- 
tience, and Comfort of thy holy Word, we may 4 16 
embrace and ever hold fal the bleſſed Hope-of 
everlaſting Life, which Thou haſt given us in 1 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. ùVVIu 
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Y A plain Account of Juſtification, Pr. ee. 
_ Abſurdity of an Unworkingn Faith, a Sermon ad © 


t the Cachedral, Norecich, Pt. G 1 - 
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